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BLACKLISTING
What is it, who is behind and how to fight it

by John Bryan
A Leading Member of Blacklist Support Group and ex-Labour Councillor

Blacklisted, a documentary on blacklisted workers (44 mins) will be shown before the seminar.

A blacklist (or black list) is a list or register of entities or people, for one reason or another, 
are being denied a particular privilege, service, mobility, access or recognition. 

In 2009 a conspiracy against construction workers in the U.K. on a breath-taking scale was 
exposed. It was confirmed that major contractors including household names such as 
Balfour Beatty, Carillion, Laing O’Rourke, Sir Robert McAlpine and Skanska were systemati-
cally denying workers employment because of their association with trade unions, or of the 
‘crime’ of fighting for safe working conditions. 

It is a bleeding wound in the construction industry (and probably in many other industries) in 
the U.K.
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